
IRO (INDIAN ROBOT OLYMPIAD) 2011: 

Hemani Kalucha 9C won the IRO regional award in the Open category. She is chosen from all 4 zones 

to represent India for the WRO to be held in Abu Dhabi in November. 

IRO conducts competitions every year to choose the teams that would then represent India in the WRO 

(World Robot Olympiad). This year the IRO was announced in all the four metropolitan cities (regional 

levels). The Mumbai chapter (western region) was scheduled on 17th September. 

The structure of the competition was as follows:  

 

In the beginning of the year, IRO declared the tasks for each category, for 2011 competition through 

their website. The students worked on this in school. 

 

On 17th, after registering the students at 8am, they were given a chance to try their robots on the actual 

tracks that were going to be used for the competition the next day. The students, who were ready, ran 

their robots on these tracks and improvised further upon their models as well as their programming. 

This continued till 2pm. No contact between the parents/supervisors and students was allowed on this 

day. 
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robots on the track) 

The students were made aware that they would have to completely dismantle their models before the 

competition starts the next day and rebuild these in 2 1/2 hours given to them for the same. They could 

pre-load their programs though. The score-sheet for each category was explained and all the questions 

pertaining to the general and specific rules and judging criteria were answered. Students took their 

models home and were working through the night on these. 

 



 

(Above: DAIS students trying their robot on the track on the central track) 

The next day, i.e. 18th, the competition started at 9am. 9-11.30am was the robot building and 

programming time. At 11.30am, every team was asked to submit their robot. 11.30am to 1pm, these 

robots were run on their respective tracks and were allotted scores.  

 
 

Students working on their robot models and programming 

(Each white rectangle signifies the area allotted to one team) 



 

(Above: Students of Junior-high category eager to run their robots on the track) 

 

Above: DAIS students in some deep discussion (in the centre) 

The better of the two trials was considered as the score of the team. Results were declared at 4.30pm. 

Our students thoroughly enjoyed building and programming their robots. It was good to see them 

helping each other despite being each other's competitors. They learned not only from each other but 

also from the participants of the other teams.  

Hemani Kalucha of IGCSE Class 9C won the IRO regional award in the Open category. This team is also 
chosen from all 4 zones to represent India for the WRO to be held in Abu Dhabi in November. She and 
her team had made a 'Robotic Air-hockey for the Blind'. This game consisted of a puck tracking system 
through a vibrator attached to the glove which helped the visually impaired children play air-hockey. 
 
Open category required the students to build a robot/ a robotic system that would help the medically 
challenged people. 
 


