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The DAIS students went on an eight-day trip to Madrid, which turned
out to be an enriching experience both educationally and culturally.
This was the first year that the school had organized such a trip to
Spain, and it proved to be highly successful.

The students interacted with two schools in Spain, the SEK Ciudal
Campo International School, and the IES Ramiro de Maetzu, where
they were able to mingle with the Spanish students in a valuable
cultural exchange. Presentations were made by the Spanish students
on the culture of Spain, and by our students on India and Indian
culture. The students were given the opportunity to display their
skills and talents, by performing Classical Indian dances and in return
watching the SEK students performing the traditional Flamenco
dance, a dance both graceful and entertaining to watch. They also
played a number of football and basketball matches with the
students, sports being a valuable platform for interaction, as well as
being enjoyable and entertaining.

Besides interacting with the students of these schools in a cultural
exchange, the trip was also designed to expose the students to the
way of life in Madrid, and included excursions to historical
monuments and cultural centers of the city. At each monument
visited, our students themselves had to be guides, and explain the
monument to their peers. (in Spanish!) This exercise proved
extremely valuable both from an academic as well as a cultural point
of view. During the trip the students also managed to sample a
couple of Spanish meals.

The trip also included a full day excursion to Segovia, famous for the
Aqueduct (a valuable heritage site), Segovia Cathedral, as well as an
excursion to the Bernabeu Stadium of Madrid, the home of the Real
Madrid football team, a treat for our avid football fans.

The exchange was both culturally as well as linguistically stimulating,
since it provided our Spanish students with valuable academic-
related experience in which they were able to practice the language
intensively. They also had to complete a Journal (Travel
Diary/Scrapbook) which included many interesting articles and
activities in Spanish. The latter formed the basis for their
achievement grade at school.



It was also equally enriching for our non-Spanish speaking students
as it exposed them to a foreign culture, making them more open-
minded and culturally aware. It was a perfect mixture of, learning
and cultural exchange and fun.

The IB learner profil e was “l i ved” by all studen

Some reflections by the students:

Khushy Agarwal:

“To travel to Spain was
where the boundaries of the classroom seized to exist,
and see the things that we learnt and spoke about

everydayin c¢cl ass materiali ze

Jiya Pandya The trip can be summed up in one word crooned out by
Enrique Iglesias, as he belted a song over the Spanish radio.
One wor d, “Unforgettableedabl e. ”

) iMadrid —Una Ciudad de Cielo!
Karan Vaidya







