
DEHRADUN REPORT 

Our recent endeavor, a service project organized by Round Square South Asia & Gulf region, in 

collaboration with The Doon School, at Dehrahun, entailed a lifetime of memories, and was one 

of the most cherished trips in our school years. An international service project, we were 

prepared for the hard work and long hours of toiling it demanded but the lasting friendships 

were a serendipitous twist of fate for us all.   

We set off to empower two 

villages within Dehrahun, 

Fatehpur and Katapathar 

with our motto ƻŦ άǘƘƛƴƪ 

Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΗέ 

Isolated from the hustle 

and bustle of the city, 

Fatehpur went from an 

almost anonymous and 

highly underdeveloped 

village and blossomed into 

a habitable community; one 

with άpukkaέ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΣ ŀƭƭ 

with the assistance of the 

RS team. From learning the art of brick making to plastering houses, we poured gave our hearts 

ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎŎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ  

Work in Katapathar, a picturesque village 

complete with a pebble stoned pathway 

and a scenic view of the Yamuna River; 

involved emptying the debris from a 

demolished school building into the 

valley below and making a channel 

through the mountains for water 

drainage and clean supply for the village. 

Another critical part of our work there 

was establishing the foundation of a 

ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ά{ǳƭŀōƘέ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ 

improvise and use all our resources to 

the best use of the village.  



To say this service project was challenging would be an understatement. Besides the physical 

labor and grueling tasks we had to carry out at our work sites under the suffocating heat, the 

evening activities were no walk in the park either. Our social and team working skills were put 

to test and so began the battle between Team A and Team B.  

 The battle was initiated with a quiet game of croquet which tested how calm and patient we 

could be under aggravating conditions. Additionally they introduced their original game called 

spider web; in which we had to 

pass each member of our team 

through the holes of a net 

without touching the sides of 

the rope. One of the highlights 

of the trip was our encounter 

with archery, a game that 

required excellent hand- eye 

coordination and precision. In 

the spirit of adventure, we also 

enjoyed casual games of 

badminton, football and 

volleyball. Towards the end of 

our trip, we encountered our 

most exciting activity, river 

crossing. With the strong currents, cold temperatures and being connected to each other by a 

rope made the experience rather challenging. However, the thrill of reaching the other side of 

the river was rewarding. This trip gave us the opportunity to experience the culture and 

spirituality of northern India, enriching us with tales of our own heritage as we visited a 

gurudwara in Himachal Pradesh.  

RSIS for us was a fulfilling journey, from 

the hard labor to the cherished 

memories; RCIS was indeed a trip to 

remember! The welcoming villagers, the 

inspiring teachers and lastly, the friends 

we made ensured that this was a 

meaningful trip. Lastly, although the 

work was gratifying in itself, the true 

reward for us was the eternal bonds we 

fostered; true friends despite the 

distance!  


